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THE LEONARD J. SAVAGE PAPERS 
By Andrew M. Patterson, Yale University Library 
The papers of mathematician and statistician Leonard Jimmie 
Savage (1917-1971) were given to the Yale University Library in 
1973. After processing and arrangement, a register has been 
prepared to aid in their use. The 30 linear feet of material, 
contained in 64 archive boxes and 4 storage cartons, are housed 
as Manuscript Group Number 695 in the Sterling Memorial Library. 
Leonard Jimmie Savage was born in 1917 in Detroit, Michigan. 
He attended the University of Michigan, earning a B.S. in 1938 
and a Ph.D. in mathematics in 1941. After a year as a Rackham 
Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study, he was an instructor 
in mathematics at Cornell University in 1942-43 and a research 
associate at Brown University in 1944-45 and at New York Univer- 
sity in 1945-46. 
In 1946-47, he was a Rockefeller Fellow at the Marine Biologi- 
cal Laboratory at Woods Hole and at the University of Chicago. 
He joined the staff of the University of Chicago as a research 
associate in 1947, and became assistant professor of statistics 
in 1949, associate professor in 1953, full professor in 1954, 
and chairman of the statistics department from 1956 to 1959. 
In 1960, Savage joined the department of statistics at the 
University of Michigan. After a year on leave at the Center for 
Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, he moved in 1964 to 
Yale University as Eugene Higgins Professor of Statistics and 
became chairman of the department in 1969. He died in November 
1971 at the age of 53. 
Savage was a recipient of both Guggenheim and Fulbright 
fellowships. A member of many professional organizations, he was 
president of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics in 1957- 
58. In 1963, he was awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Science by the University of Rochester. 
Savage usually listed his chief professional interests as the 
foundations of statistics, mathematical and applied statistics, 
and the application of mathematics to biology. He is perhaps 
best known for his Foundations of Statistics, published in 1954. 
That book and related writings made Savage a leading spokesman 
for the Bayesian school of statistics. He was a major figure in 
the field and did a great deal in his career to develop and 
expand it. 
The Savage Papers include correspondence, memoranda, manu- 
scripts of his addresses and publications, notes and other 
material used in research and teaching, and books collected by 
him. They contain a great deal of material on the foundations 
of statistics and Bayesian statistics and reveal the development 
of Savage's views. There is also much information on other 
HM2 Sources 71 
statistical subjects, questions, and problems. 
The Papers have been divided into six series: correspondence, 
personal papers and memorabilia, addresses and writings, teaching 
materials and notes, writings of Bruno de Finetti, and a file of 
books collected by Savage. 
The correspondence series contains approximately 10,800 
letters and memoranda. These are stored in 845 folders in 35 
archive boxes. This correspondence is with more than 700 persons 
and organizations from the years 1946 to 1972. There are letters 
from many significant figures in the fields of statistics, 
mathematics, economics, medicine, and biology. For example, 
there is a large amount of correspondence (658 items) with the 
Italian mathematician Bruno de Finetti. Among the many other 
noteworthy correspondents are George Alfred Barnard (29 items), 
Lester E. Dubins (318 items), Ronald Aylmer Fisher (15 items), 
Irving John Good (80 items), Jerzy Neyman (19 items), Harry Vivian 
Roberts (39 items), Paul Anthony Samuelson (41 items), and Wilson 
Allen Wallis (61 items). Many of the letters are from colleagues 
or students asking for Savage’s opinions of ideas or papers, in 
response to which he often provided lengthy and detailed comment 
and criticism. There is also much correspondence relating to 
the refereeing of papers for scholarly journals. 
The series of personal papers and memorabilia consists of 23 
folders in two boxes that include biographical material on Savage, 
academic records and transcripts, certificates, diplomas, news- 
paper clippings, and photographs. 
Addresses and writings by Savage are arranged in a series of 
169 folders in 12 boxes. These contain manuscripts and notes 
for 93 addresses, articles, books, lectures, and reviews. There 
are also four folders of reviews by or about Savage from 
Mathematical Reviews. The dates of all this material range from 
1941 to 1971. This series includes background material on the 
second edition of The Foundations of Statistics and an extensive 
file on How to Gamble If You Must, on which Savage collaborated 
with Lester E. Dubins. All of the material in this series is 
very useful in studying Savage’s ideas and theories. 
Teaching materials and notes are arranged in another series. 
These include materials used by Savage in the classroom from 
1947 to 1971. The 47 folders in 6 l/2 boxes in this series 
include notes for lectures and seminars, class assignments, 
exercises, problems, and examinations. Many of the problems and 
exercises are accompanied by solutions and explanations. 
The Savage Papers will be useful to researchers interested in 
Bruno de Finetti. He was a close friend and colleague of Savage, 
and the Papers include many of his letters and 107 folders 
containing 105 addresses, articles, and lectures by de Finetti. 
These are stored in 5 boxes. 
The collection is described in greater detail in a descriptive 
list by this writer [abstracted in Hkf 1, 483 -- Editor]. 
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Inquiries should be addressed to: Manuscripts and Archives, 
Sterling Memorial Library, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut 
06520, USA 
A RENEWED APPEAL FOR THE PRESERVATION OF ARCHIVAL MATERIALS 
BY THE CBMS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 
Mathematics as a specialty and mathematical research are 
nearing their centenary in the United States -- if we take as 
their beginning such symbolic bench-marks as the founding of 
the Johns Hopkins University (opened to students in 1876) and 
the publication of The American Journal of Mathematics (founded 
by Sylvester in 1878). Our major mathematical organizations 
(The A.M.S., M.A.A., and N.C.T.M.) have all celebrated their 
semi-centennials relatively recently. The beginnings of American 
mathematics are rapidly passing out of the realm of personal 
knowledge and oral anecdote into written history. It is now 
more than proper, it is urgent that original sources and archival 
materials which are the basis of this history be preserved. The 
Advisory Committee on History of the Conference Board of the 
Mathematical Sciences made an appeal for such preservation 
through notes in the mathematical journals a few years ago [see 
the American Mathematical Monthly 77 (Jan. 1970), llo-1121. 
A renewed appeal seems appropriate today with the passage of 
time and of many funded projects and committees. Our previous 
appeal suggested that: 
1. Individual mathematicians and their families should 
preserve such items as unpublished and semi-published materials, 
course notes and photographs of important colleagues, data on 
the organization and early days of societies. College archives, 
local museums, academies, and historical societies are potential 
depositories. For example, the Archive of Contemporary History 
at the University of Wyoming has been given materials by the 
Rudolph Langer family and is interested in acquiring materials 
relating to mathematics and science; the Harvard University 
Archives have papers of Benjamin Osgood Peirce and George D. 
Birkhoff; while the Niels Bohr Library of the Centre for the 
History of Physics has copies of mathematical notebooks of 
Herman Minkowski. [There is a Guide to Archives and Manuscripts 
in the United States by P.M. Hamer (Yale University Press, 1961), 
the Library of Congress maintains The National Union Catalogue 
of Manuscript Collections, and the Center for the History of 
Physics maintains a National Catalog of Sources for the History 
of Physics and Astronomy.] 
2. Organizations should be diligent in preserving their 
records. 
